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The O
ak Flats Com

m
unity G

arden propsed layout is w
hat w

e feel is best use of the park, w
e have designed this 

looking at envirom
ental factors im

pacting the site (sun, rain, w
ind). The garden beds w

ill be a m
ixture of 

Accessable and R
aised garden beds adhering to height requirem

ents in the S
hellharbour City CouncilCom

m
unity 

G
arden G

uide. Spacing betw
een garden beds and structures w

ill be set out betw
een 1 –

2 m
eteres for inclusive 

accessability.Stage 1 w
ill start at the top point of the park facing fisher street and each stage w

ill progressivly 
w

ork tow
ards the back of the park to align w

ith council approval and funding requirem
ents.

  CC
om

m
unityy C

onsoltation

O
ak Flats Com

m
unity G

arden has done extensive com
m

unity consoltation about establishing a com
m

unity garden 
at H

ippisley Park.Adjoing users of H
ippisley Park, O

ak Flats G
arden Club and O

ak Flats Senior Citizens H
ave 

expressed support for this project. 

W
e have received overw

helm
ing support from

 w
ithin the com

m
unity via Social M

edia and inform
al and form

al 
m

eetings and letter box flyer drop.

Local bussiness have been contacted in person to discuss the project and have given support, including –

O
ak Flats Pharm

acy 

The B
ottle-O

B
endigo B

ank –
O

ak Flats B
ranch

Lions Club –
O

ak Flats

Senior Citizens Centre –
O

ak Flats
(adjoining user)
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Through com
m

unity consultation w
e identified and addressed com

m
on opjections and concerns, this w

as addressed in the 
proposal subm

itted under section 2.1
0.

2
.1

0
 D

ealing w
ith com

m
on objections to new

 com
m

unity gardens

H
ow

 w
ill w

e m
anage:

O
dours, noise, and verm

in: All m
em

bers w
ill be briefed on the proper m

ethods of com
posting to avoid unw

anted odour and 
help control verm

in. Those that have attended a com
posting w

orkshop w
ill be able to share this inform

ation. This w
aste 

m
anagem

ent approach w
ill help to m

inim
ise verm

in. The association has a num
ber of know

ledgeable m
em

bers w
ho 

understand the best w
ay to m

anage these system
s in a w

ay that produces little to no odour and prevents verm
in. The 

com
posting area w

ill be m
ore than 5

 m
etres from

 any residence and should therefore not im
pose on any locals.

C
om

m
unity Inclusion/com

plaints: The association w
ill endeavour to create a garden w

here all feel w
elcom

e and understand 
how

 to use the garden respectfully by keeping com
m

unication channels open and having open days in order to m
inim

ise the 
likelihood of anyone in the com

m
unity feeling excluded or disgruntled. C

om
plaints w

ill be respectfully dealt w
ith and the 

association w
ill endeavour to rectify any issues and report back to the com

plainant on w
hat m

easures have been taken.

N
oise: G

ardening w
ill be carried out during daylight hours and the location is fairly isolated w

ith only tw
o houses backing o

n 
to H

ippisley Park. These houses all have tall, solid fences w
hich w

ill reduce traveling noise and m
ostly gardening is a quiet 

affair.

Attraction of vandals and undesirables: O
ccurrences such as dum

ping of rubbish in or near the gardens or any vandalism
 

w
ould be m

anaged by the association -w
ith the C

ouncil’s advice if necessary. If any plants are rem
oved w

ithout perm
ission 

then this can be handled by the relevant com
m

unity garden rep/bed leader. N
ote: All beds are for com

m
unity/public use 

and sharing of produce w
ill be encouraged. The garden and com

posting system
s w

ill be m
onitored to ensure they are 

w
orking w

ell and free of vandalism
. The association is prepared to accept that som

e produce m
ay be stolen and that from

 
tim

e to tim
e vandalism

 m
ay occur and clean ups w

ill be included w
here necessary as part of our w

orking bees and 
m

aintenance. B
locking or screening areas in a w

ay that w
ould encourage people to hide or sleep behind w

ill be avoided. 
M

any of the association m
em

bers live in close proxim
ity to the gardens so regular visits along w

ith rostered visits w
ill allow

 
us all to keep an eye on it and resolve any issues.

Alienation of public space: The aim
 is to establish a com

m
unity garden that everyone feels w

elcom
e to join. N

ot only w
ill 

m
ost of the beds be m

anaged and m
aintained by a group of locals, rather than an individual, non

-m
em

bers w
ill be 

encouraged to harvest a reasonable am
ount of produce from

 the beds. Inform
ation and w

orkshops w
ill be held about hom

e 
w

orm
 farm

ing and com
posting w

hich m
ay benefit/interest non-m

em
bers and m

em
bers alike. The proposed location 

(H
ippisley Park)  is a specific section of council-ow

ned land that is not com
m

only used. Allocating this scarcely-utilised area 
as a com

m
unity garden is a w

ay to encourage locals, of all ages to im
prove, engage w

ith and appreciate public land.  The 
Association w

ould m
anage grass and w

eeds w
ithin the area keeping grass m

ow
ed and ensuring that garden beds do not 

becom
e over run w

ith w
eeds.

Poor aesthetics and unsightly or m
essy gardens: O

ak Flats C
om

m
unity G

arden Association, com
m

ittee and m
em

bers are 
responsible for the garden beds and ensuring good m

aintenance.

  OO
akk Flatss C

om
m

unityy G
arden

O
ak Flats C

om
m

unity G
arden thank you for taking the tim

e to assess our application in establishing a com
m

un
ity garden at 

H
ippisley Park, Fisher Street O

ak Flats. 

Please contact –
Tehani D

im
ond –

0
40

 0
6

3 1
5

0 –
tehanidim

ond@
hotm

ail.com
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